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two parts. For tlie purpose of producing a somewhat inferior
and cheaper article, they have devised such simple machines
as can be operated by housewives and children. In 1937-38
out of a total number of 1,70,664 bicycles imported in India
from other countries 5,359 came from Japan. At the present
time the steel strips required for the manufacture of steel
tubes are not made in India but in the post-war period the
production of these strips can be taken up by the steel indus-
try and then these strips can be easily turned into steel tubes
by electrical welding. The standardized parts manufactured
in rural areas can be assembled in central marketing towns
where the painting and guilding of parts can also be done by a
different set of craftsmen specializing in that work.
At present, two or three large-scale cycle works are al-
ready in existence in India and there is a feeling in some quar-
ters that they can meet the entire demand of the country. But
in case the present road-building programme of the Govern-
ment takes a concrete shape in the post-war years and the in-
dustrialization of the country also makes further progress, the
demand for bicycles in rural and suburban areas might in-
crease manifold. In that case the manufacture of accessories,
spokes, tubings, rims, etc. can be entrusted to firms in the
rural areas, while the production of some of the special parts
like free-wheels, chains and steel balls may be undertaken by
central cycle works. This industry may appropriately be
taken up by the military department of the Government, which
is concerned with discovering avenues of employment for de-
mobilized military personnel. Thousands of technically train-
ed young men are now working in the military establishments
of the Government as fitters, carpenters, blacksmiths, turners,
and electricians. These technicians along with intelligent
demobilized soldiers may with advantage be engaged in this
industry. The capital may be provided from the funds already
accumulating for settling demobilized military men.
Rubber tubes and tyres and other small rubber fittings
like grips, brakes and pedal rubber can also be made on a
small scale in small towns in the rural areas. But this indus-
try requires, besides scientific knowledge, cheap supplies of
chemicals, not available at present in India.
The production of glass pearls, buttons and beads can be